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of him to hlame her for the disasters of the move from Detroit.
After all, he had chosen to follow her.
Nick was unrealistic in expecting Ina to become financially ma-
ture while he continued to treat her as a child. From their honey-
moon days on, he had kept a firm grip on the purse strings. The fur-
nishing of the house was a constant source of strife. Since so many
of Ina's demands were unreasonable and capricious, he had fallen
into a routine of the steady, sullen, protective "no."
One night Nick sat down and outlined to Ina just what his income
from a growing medical practice amounted to, what his burden of
debt was, how thin was the line to which they must adhere until he
was more solidly established. Together, he and Ina worked out a
sensible plan to obtain the house furnishings they could afford, and
piecemeal. They studied interior-decoration pages in the magazines,
visited budget shops in the department stores, selected the tables,
chairs, lamps of the future. In the process, they enjoyed themselves
and grew closer. Ina bought monk's cloth draperies for the picture
window at $1.50 a yard instead of imported material at $19 and was
thrilled by Nick's respect for her judgment. Pleasing, too, was her
discovery that when her mother came to call, the maternal sniffs of
disapproval no longer had the power to trouble her.
Ina now has feminine friends in her neighborhood. Honesty and
candor have brought her the companionship for which she longed.
She made her first woman friend when she crossed the street, asked
her neighbor's advice about gardening, and frankly announced
that, for financial reasons, she and Nick would have to proceed
slowly.
Through thought and effort, Ina has changed most of her stand-
ards. At times she relapses into fits of the blues and moments of
envy, but she always comes back to the battle. With Nick's support
she is standing on her own feet, as an adult. And she is sure in her
own mind now that she has value in the world as a person. She
and Nick are bringing up their children in an atmosphere more
than either of them ever knew as children.